
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord Homilies 2018  

A Special Holy Week for us all!  

(Homily before the procession)     

As told by the Evangelist and Gospel writer Mark, the Gospel story of the life, the 

teaching, the passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus—traditionally covering a 

period of 33 years—is presented in a book 16 chapters long.  If Mark were telling 

us an ordinary story, we might expect each chapter of the Gospel to cover about 

two years of the life of Jesus.  But that is not what happens.  Jesus is already about 

33 years old when Mark begins telling the story:  He uses 10 chapters to narrate the 

three years of the public teaching and ministry of Jesus.  Then Mark devotes six 

chapters to the last week of the life of Jesus here earth—the events that we 

remember during Holy Week.  So Mark gave us no chapters for 30 years, then 10 

chapters for three years, and finally six chapters for a week.  This week must be 

very special!    

 

Today marks the beginning of this week with something very special, as Jesus 

makes a triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  The Gospel passage pulls out all the stops 

and rings all the bells to remind us of how special Jesus is.  Jesus makes prophetic 

predictions of what is going to happen.  The public greets him just the way they 

would have greeted any outstanding hero of the time, with a parade and shouts of 

praise.  The great adventure story of God coming to be with us seems ready to 

reach a joyous climax.  But then everything seems to change overnight.   

 

It has been said that people come to church on Palm Sunday because they get 

something.  But I like to think that the palm says something we recognize as true 

and why we keep coming throughout the whole year because of it.  Easter is to the 

year as Sunday is to the week. As we move from blessing palms to listening to 

the Passion to praising and giving thanks for the Lord’s saving death and 

resurrection, the human heart can choose to cry “Hosanna.”  We take the palms 

home with us today and place near a holy object:  a cross or crucifix or holy image 

of Jesus.   A reminder to come back for Easter and every week after for what Jesus 

has done for us.    

 

As the people of old we come to welcome the Master, the Messiah and King into 

Jerusalem and into our lives.  We know who Jesus is and welcome him with honor 

and respect.  Let us journey with our Lord Jesus through it all.  The palm invites us 

to recognize Jesus as the one who comes in the name of the Lord.    

 

Dear brothers and sisters, like the crowds who acclaimed Jesus in Jerusalem, 

let us go forth in peace.    



(Homily after Passion) 

Holy Week is meant to be a time for deepening our understanding of both our faith 

and of the Eucharist, of the resources that Jesus, our hero, has left us to take on the 

challenges in our own lives.   

 

Hopefully, the Lenten Season has been a season that has called us to retreat, 

refocus and recommit ourselves to God. We began Lent with Ash Wednesday 

that fell on Valentine’s Day this year.   May our hearts be renewed to give thanks 

and praise for all God has done for us through the saving death of Jesus.  We sing 

out in our day, “Blessed is he who continues to come in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest.”    Communal Reconciliation today at 4pm at the Basilica 

of St. Stan’s.    

 

Today, the Gospel passage ends with everything looking lost, but we know that as 

with any good story, we must have faith, look beyond the first setbacks, and listen 

for the rest of the story.   

 

With Holy Thursday, for us at 7pm, as the story continues and deepens, we get to 

study our greatest resources when it comes to dealing with the threats to our 

spiritual lives— 

the Eucharist and being lifted up as then we bend down to wash the feet of others 

in our world.    

 

With Good Friday, at 1pm, we will need every bit of faith and every bit of strength 

that we can gain from the Eucharist to get through the greatest threat of all—death.   

 

But then with Holy Saturday and Easter Sunday, well, we just have to come back 

next weekend to see how the story turns out!     

   

Between now and then we also have:  The Chrism Mass at the Cathedral on Holy 

Monday at 7:00pm, Holy Tuesday and Wednesday:  The Sacrament of 

Reconciliation being offered here in the Reconciliation Room at various times, 

Family Stations on Wednesday at 5:30pm.    

 

Please come and invite everyone!    

 

Today, when we take home a piece of palm branch, it invites us to prepare to 

renew our baptismal promises this Easter and every week!  Then we can add our 

voices to that solitary voice saying, “Truly, this is the Son of God!”    


